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ARCHAEOBOTANICAL FINDINGS FROM
YENOKAVAN-2 CAVE SITE (ARMENIA)

R.A.HOVSEPYAN

Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography NAS RA

Common bread whest, possibly round-grained bread whesat, emmer, hulled com-
mon barley and broomcorn millet have been cultivated in the Aghstev valey in the
Iron Age period according to preliminary archaeobotanical investigations at Y enoka-
van-2 cavesite

Archaeobotany — cereals — Iron Age — Aghstev valley

Bunpujuii-2 pupuyp-huduypmud. junwpdus twhitwlut htwpnuwpwtaljub
htnwgnuumpmuttph hudwdugt tpuph gupuoppwimd Unuinb giwinh - hnguncd
tulplly B unnpuiljwt thunhnily gnpb, hujuitupup npuhunnhly thuanhnily gnpki,
hwgwp, dywynh phthnijunp quph b unynpuiljut Ynpkl:

Zhupniuwpwinipin i — hwgupnyukp — pljupbnup — Unuinlp hnypn

CorlacHO IpeaBapUTEIBHBIM apXe000TaHMYECKUM HCCIICIOBAHISAM B TIeIIepe-
namsaTHHKE EHOKaBaH-2 B jKeJIe3HOM BEKe B JIOJMHE p. ATCTEB KyJbTHBHPOBAJIHCH
0oOBbIYHAsT MsTKas IIICHUIIA, BEPOSITHO KPYIJIO3epHas MsArkas MIICHMIA, Moyoa,
KYJIBTYPHBIH IUNICHYATHIN SYMEH U 00OBIYHOE IIPOCO.

Apxeobomanuxa —3eprogvie — dicenesnvlil ek — Oonuna p. Aecmes

Y enokavan-2 cave site is situated in the left wall of the canyon of Sarngjur River,
the tributary of Aghstev River (basin of Kura River), on the atitude of 1289 m above sea
level. Administratively it is nearby Yenokavan village at |jevan region of Tavush marz,
Armenia. The cave is carstic, open to the South. Medieval, Iron Age, Late and Early
Bronze Age and Neolithic cultura layers have been recorded during archaeological
examination works of Armenian - Great Britannian team in 2007 [1].

To test the presence of identifiable plant remains at the site one sample of ashy
sediment has been taken from surroundings of broken Iron Age vessel at Iron Age layer
in sondage 2. Standard flotation and wet-sieving methods have been used to separate
plant macroremains from the sediment. Forty six units of charred carpological materia
and charcoal fragments were separated from the sediment sample. Forty five kernels
belonging to at least seven taxa of cultivated cereals (Poaceae family) have been
identified (Tab.1). Concentration of carpological material amounts to 3 units per 1 liter
sediment.
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Table 1. Plant taxa recorded by archaeocarpological remains from
Y enokavan-2 cave site.

! Number
Plant taxa Remains of finds
Triticeae gen. spp. grains 15
fragments
Triticum sp. grains 5
T. cf. aestivum subsp. vulgare forma 1 grains 2
T. cf. aestivum ssp. vulgare f. 2 grains 1
T. cf. aestivum ssp. vulgare f. 3 grains 2
T. cf. aestivum ssp. sphaerococcum grains 2
T. dicoccum/monococcum grains 2
T. dicoccum grains 4
Hordeum vulgare (hulled) grains 2
Panicum miliaceum grains 10
cf. Amaranthus/Chenopodium sp. seed 1
Total 46

Notes: All remains are charred.

Location of sample: sondage 2, Iron Age period dlagerroundings of Iron Age broken
vessel, depth 25-28 cm; excavation season: 200dmeof the processed sediment: 15

liter.

At least three forms of common bread wheat (Triticum aestivum ssp. vulgare),
possibly round-grained bread wheat (T. aestivum ssp. sphaerococcum), emmer (T.
dicoccum), hulled common barley (Hordeum vulgare) and broomcorn millet (Panicum
miliaceum) have been cultivated in the Aghstev valley close to Yenokavan-2 cave in

Iron Age period.
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